Frequency-domain optical coherence tomography assessment of very late vascular response after carotid stent implantation.
Intravascular optical coherence tomography is a high-resolution invasive imaging modality that allows the evaluation of vascular responses after stent implantation in a micron-scale level. We describe for the first time two patients with very late vascular response after carotid artery stenting that exhibit two different patterns of low-signal intensity (LSI), "ill-appearing" neointima: the first patient shows layered LSI neointima leading to stent restenosis, coupled with the presence of intraluminal thrombus, whereas the second patient demonstrates another pattern of non-restenotic LSI stent strut coverage, suggestive of lipid laden neointima (ie, "neoatherosclerosis"), recently associated with stent failure in coronary arteries.